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Protect Your Projects — 
One Contract at a Time. 


AIA Documents-on-Demand*? 
The Contracts You Need — Whenever You Need Them 


Draft your contracts with the insight and experience of the 
industry's brightest legal minds — in a quick, compact format. 

AIA Documents-on-Demand enables PC and MAC users to select 
individual documents from the AlA's most popular contracts 

and fill them out electronically with an easy-to-use, web-based 
service. Enjoy the peace of mind that comes with using the most 
widely accepted and time-tested documents in the industry. 


ATA Contract Documents 


Pas 
aia.org/contractdocs 
THE INDUSTRY STANDARD. 


8 On the Cover: 


* Choose from over 70 of AIA's most popular forms and contracts 
Easy-to-use, web-based tool is accessible any time, from anywhere 


* Purchase only the documents you need 
Ideal for firms with limited budgets and smaller projects. 


* Compatible with both Mac & PC platforms 
Save time with reliable, easy-to-complete electronic documents’. 


* Focus more on the project, less on the contract 
Widely accepted and balanced fairly for all parties involved — 
get off to a smart start with AIA Documents-on-Demand. 


For more information visit documentsondemand.aia.org. 


‘While a customer can complete the document electronically, there is limited editing capability, and the document is meant to be shared in hard copy. 
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To be successful in any organization, 
you need the right kind of help. 
Let us help you create a quality 
publication that your business 

can be proud of. 


COMMUNITY SERVICE BY 
QA COLORADO MEMBERS 


To find out how your business 
can have its own magazine, 
contact Aran Jackson at 502.423.7272 
or ajackson@ipipub.com. 
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A porcelain tile that 
wood wishes it was. 


Introducing S. Wood, a brilliant 
Italian tile digitally infused with 
vibrant color and texture of natural 
wood that makes it almost 
indistinguishable from the real 
thing. But though the hand-scraped 
finish may capture the appearance 
of hardwood, the lasting durability 
will tell you otherwise. 


* CAPCO 1.800.727.2272 


Tile&Stone  capcotile.com 


Colorado's largest locally-based tile and stone distributor. 


Denver - 


Boulder - 
Carbondale/Aspen - 
For the best results, CAPCO recommends the use 
of professional design and installation. 


Colorado Springs * Fort Collins - Avon/Vail - 


Grand Junction - Silverthorne 
Fy Finduson 
Facebook 
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Letter from the 
Associate Director 


Get Involved... 
Get Connected 


by Chuck Shifflett, Assoc. AIA, AIA Colorado 2012 Associate Director 


other organizations involved in the architectural profession. They respect 
building industry, your participation and value that perspective, building and 
brings a fresh view and new energy. supporting the entire industry. 
This strengthens and enriches the | hope that some of the projects 
entire organization and the profes- presented in this issue will inspire you 
sion, both for now and the future. to get involved and volunteer some 
Supporting volunteer efforts out- of your time to the profession and 
side of the building industry brings the community. 
similar benefits. | look forward to representing the 
When an associate member gets associate members of AIA Colorado 
involved with a neighborhood organi- in the coming year, Please feel free to 
zation, a local school or a race event, contact me with any ideas, thoughts or 
for example, members of the com- concerns regarding emerging profes- 
munity view your input as that of the sionals and AIA. 


Volunteering — that noble step of 


participating in an undertaking with- 
out being paid, to freely give of your 
time — is the focus of this issue of 
Architect Colorado. Highlighting pro 
bono work that AIA Colorado mem- 
bers have performed is a topic and 
endeavor that deserves serious consid- 
eration by all involved in the field of 
architecture, from student to fellow. 
As associate members of AIA, we 
bring the perspective of the recent 
graduate and the intern into the 
mix of discussions and activities. 
These are critical views to include in 
the discourse as they represent the 
future of the profession. With this 
in mind, the importance of involv- 
ing yourself in some of the many 
activities associated with your career 
cannot be overstated. Whether join- 
ing an AIA committee, attending an 


AIA event or supporting some of the 


AIA Colorado members volunteer in the hardware store at à Colorado Architecture Month 2011 Box City for Kids event. 
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Redefining 


AIA Colorado South and 
Its Community Partners 
Rethink the Expansive 
Vision That Established ewer than 10 communities nationwide are selected each 
the Pikes Peak Region year to participate in a grant program funded through The 


American Institute of Architects Center for Communities 
by Design — a leading provider of pro bono technical assistance 
and participatory planning for community sustainability. 


Last year, the Pikes Peak Region was 
one of those fortunate communities. 
While grappling with the adverse 

effects of a down economy on 

the region's building industry, AIA 
Colorado South members have 
remained optimistic that focused 
planning and strategizing will allow 
the region to emerge as a leader in 
sustainable, livable communities. They 
have engaged in numerous initiatives, 
including the Livable Communities 
Charrette in June 2010, Dream City 
2020 and the AIA Great Streets/Great 
Skylines AIA 150 project. Each effort 
pursued a vision for vibrant, sustain- 
able growth and preservation of the 


SDAT Project Details 


What Is the Sustainable 

Design Assistance Team (SDAT)? 
SDAT is a grant program of the Center 
for Communities by Design at The 
American Institute of Architects (AIA), 
Washington, D.C., that brings together 
architects and other professionals 
assembled from across the country to 
provide a roadmap for communities 
seeking to improve their sustainability 


Applicant: AIA Colorado South 
William L. Fisher, AIA, 2010 President, 
SDAT Steering Committee Co-Chair 

+ Lou Galletta, AIA, 2011 President, 
Urban Design Committee Chair 

+ RJ. Steer, AIA, SDAT Steering 
Committee Co-Chair, Urban 
Design Committee 
Adam T. Thesing, AIA, 2012 President 


Sustainable Design Assistance Team 

(SDAT) Members for Pikes Peak Region 
Lee Quill, FAIA — Team Leader 

+ Ron Thomas, AICP — Land 
Use/Sustainability 
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region's natural beauty. "The common 
denominator of all these events is the 
lack of true implementation strate- 
gies,” acknowledged Lou Galletta, AIA, 
AIA Colorado South 2011 president. 


submitted a grant proposal to AIA 
National for a Sustainable Design 
Assessment Team (SDAT) to assist 
the Pikes Peak Region and its citizens 
in addressing key issues facing their 


“Our population is growing, but the single-family home 


is perhaps not the best choice — mixed-use development 


might be more appropriate.” — amnes sx 
gi 


In the fall of 2010, AIA Colorado 
South recognized an opportunity to 
move beyond dialogue. Members 


+ June Williamson = Retrofitting 
Suburbia/ Urban Design 

+ Kristine Williams, AICP — Transportation 

+ Chuck D'Aprix — Economic Development 
Richard Ward, CRE, CEcD, AICP — Real 
Estate Analysis 


AIA National Staff Members 
Erin Simmons, Director — Design 
Assistance Programs 

+ Joel Mills, Director — Center for 
Communities by Design 


Components of the SDAT 

Community Assistance Program 
Preliminary visit. 

- Three-day visit from a multidisci- 
plinary team. A team of architects 
and other professionals is selected 
for each multidisciplinary SDAT team 
based on their credentials and the 
specific needs of each community. 
The team works in conjunction with 
local stakeholders to help shape the 
community's strategy to increase 
sustainability. In order to provide the 


community. These include transpor- 
tation and connectivity, real estate 
and economic development, in-fill 


most objective assessment, the team 
members are from outside the 
particular communities. 

-A report highlighting the strengths 
and weaknesses of the community 
with regard to sustainability, along 
with the opportunities and obstacles 
to change. 

+ Consultations after a three-day visit. 

- A conference call six months after 
delivery of the assessment report to 
review progress. 

+ One-day follow-up visit to complete 
a secondary assessment one year 
after the SDAT report is delivered. 


Funding 

AIA National provides up to $15,000 

in services for each project, and com- 
munities are expected to contribute a 
$5,000 cash match and raise additional 
resources through in-kind donations 
and matches. 
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development and land-use policy, and 
sustainable regional planning. 

Led by a multi-disciplinary team 
of volunteer experts from across the 
country and AIA National staff, the 
SDAT engaged in an intensive assess- 
ment effort with AIA Colorado South 
members, regional stakeholders and 
community leaders. The three-day 
process, following a preliminary visit, 
included public town-hall meetings, 
in-depth breakout sessions of the 
key study areas, working develop- 
ment sessions and a closing public 
presentation of the results. While the 
final report is expected in early 2012, 
chapter members are confident that 
the desired outcome of steps toward 
an implementable plan to help guide 
and shape a sustainable future for the 
region is attainable — but not without 
broad support and collaboration from 
the numerous partnerships that were 
forged through the SDAT process. 

Indeed, as part of the SDAT applica- 
tion, AIA Colorado South discovered 
an encouraging level of consensus 
from other regional groups. It became 
apparent that many of Colorado 
Springs' institutions, military installa- 
tions, and neighborhood and grass- 
roots organizations are in pursuit of 
common goals. Some, like Fort Carson, 
are on the region's leading edge of 
sustainable policy and action seek- 
ing a netzero community. Harnessing 
this momentum and garnering sup- 
port from the newly empowered 
Colorado Springs mayor and City 


SDAT meeting 


"The SDAT identified relevant case studies from 
throughout the country, and these will be a tremendous 


resource for us to explore to understand what others 


have done to turn their communities around.” cmm 


^ SDAT member visit 
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Council could help AIA Colorado South 
assist the Pikes Peak Area Council 
of Governments make inroads on 
its imperative to create a Regional 
Sustainability Plan and set it in motion 


The Roadblocks? 

Changing the perception of a pub- 
lic that has grown so accustomed 

to an automobile-oriented built 
environment and the policymakers 
who have promoted single-use zon- 
ing and unsustainable growth pat- 
terns. The SDAT team referenced the 
recent quality-of-life indicators for 
the Pikes Peak region and found that 
the suburban-style home is in abun- 
dance in Colorado Springs, 
but the baby boomers who 
currently dominate the area's 
population and many younger 
professionals are seeking 
more urban lifestyles. Adam 
Thesing, AIA, AIA Colorado 
South 2012 president, noted, 
"Our population is growing, 
but the single-family home is 
perhaps not the best choice 
— mixed-use development 
might be more appropriate." 
Commercial corridors like 


Academy Boulevard are in decline in 
areas with abandoned malls and big- 
box stores. Single-use zoning requires 
residents to leave their neighborhoods 
to access goods and services, thereby 
increasing traffic and demands on 
infrastructure and, in some cases, cre- 
ating a lack of mobility due to insuf- 
ficient transit options 


The Next Steps? 

AIA Colorado South members and 
regional stakeholders agree it is time 
to move from conceptual to actual 
But reversing decades of thinking 
about cars and cities is undeniably 

a slow process. "The SDAT identified 
relevant case studies from through- 
out the country,” Galletta explained, 
“and these will be a tremendous 
resource for us to explore to under- 
stand what others have done to turn 
their communities around." 

William Fisher, AIA, AIA Colorado 
South 2010 president, concurred. “It 
is invaluable having someone from 
outside looking at what we have 
and observing the patterns and 
trends that maybe we've stopped 
seeing and realizing that we have 
tremendous opportunities." e 


Control 


etting out of a bad situatio VFLA Teams with Crossroads 
can sometimes be just as dif- Safehouse for an Improved Facility 


ficult as living with a bad situ- 


ation, However, there are facilities, such 


as Crossroads Safehouse, which specialize 
in helping women and children escape 
domestic violence and move on to the next 


phase of their lives. 


Crossroads had reached a limit of 
how many people it could assist and 


was turning people away. According 


to Victoria Lutz, executive director of 
Crossroads, the existing facility wa 


/,500 square feet and could s 


p 29 
people, but it became apparent that 
the space needed to be expanded 


in order to accommodate the resi 


ts of Larimer County. Vaught Frye 


Larson Architects (VFLA) teamed 


den 


with Crossroads to repurpose a for 
mer nursing home, which sleeps 104 
people and is 29,000 square feet. “The 
point is to get someone out of a bad 
situation and turn the page,” said 
VFLA's Justin Larson, AIA, NCARB, AIA 
Colorado North 2012 president 


Crossroads provides play areas for 


children, leg cacy, security and 


que living quarters. Crossroads’ 


arheading committee researched 


safehouses nationwide to uncover 


what worked and what could be 


improved upon. For the new facility, 
the committee wanted to make it 


visitors feel more at home and allow 


them to still maintain control over 

their personal lives. The living quar 
ters are more akin to houses, includ 
ing living rooms and kitchens. "We 


Crossroads Safehouse 


Architect: Vaught Frye Larson Architects 
Location: Fort Collins, Colo 

Scope: 29,000 square feet; 32 bedrooms — 
sleeps 104 

Sustainability: LEED Gold Certified 
Function: Center for women and children 


offers everything from necessities to 
clothing and toys for kid 

Unlike most safehouses, 
Crossroads isn't in a hidden loca- 
tion, which means security was a 
major focus. "It's important that it be 


secure but not feel like a fortress. It's 


"From a design aspect, its a fun balance to have a very 


heavy security side to the program needs, and on the 


other side, you have the warm and cozy feel." 


have a 


tral commissary you 


go to the corner grocery store a 


feed your family whenever you want," 
Larson explained, “You have the 


ability to stay on your schedule.” In 


addition, ( sroads raised donations 


to add a boutique. “When someone 


it of a bad situation, they often 


e with nothing. The boutique 


in a neighborhood of single-family 


homes, so it is trying to be respe 


ful of them," Larson stated. “The 


security works best because 


don't know how it works." A few of 
the security measures include safe 
evacuation areas in case of an emer- 
gency and working with the local 


police department to create a satel- 


lite station. “From a design aspect, 
it's a fun balance to have a very 
heavy security side to the program 
needs, and on the other side, you 
have the warm and cozy feel.” 

As a nonprofit, Crossroads’ proj- 
ect required support and funding 
from the surrounding community. 
According to Larson, the overall bud- 
get was close to $3 million, and the 
project was funded through grants, 
state assistance and donations. "It 
speaks well that Crossroads was able 
to raise that money in a challeng 
ing economy," noted Larson. "The 
majority of construction dollars were 
community-funded." 

VFLA's contribution was to volunteer 
all of its time — a contribution that was 
close to $200,000 in work. “I think it's a 
huge opportunity for architects to be 


able to give back to their community," 


Larson said, explaining that VFLA's early 


contribution made it easier to attain 


funding because they knew how much 


was needed. "The architects can come 
in and save the owner dollars. That 
really starts to reflect to other com- 
munity members if you support the 


project how they can support it." 


Domestic violence touches all 
classes in a community and comes in 
many different forms, so it is vital that 
the community offers its support 
Larson added, "This is a social issue 


and not a class issue." 


IF YOU'RE PLANNING A 


NEW PROJECT, 


YOU MIGHT AS WELL 
SAVE YOUR ENERGY. 


Xcel Energy's Energy Design Assistance program will help 


ensure maximum energy efficiency and long-term savings are built 
into your renovation projects or new building concepts. This service 


is free of charge to Xcel Energy customers. 


(9. Xcel Energy: 


RESPONSIB 


Visit ResponsibleByNature.com/Business 
or call 1-800-481-4700 to see if you qualify. 
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After-School Class Offers 
Students a Unique 
Perspective on the 
Environment and Heightens 


Their Sense of Place in It 
by Sarah Goldblatt, AIA 


City block project 
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It is never too early to study environmental literacy 
— or at least some elementary schools don't seem to 
think so. That is why an after-school enrichment class 
at Academia Ana Marie Sandoval is in the works. This 
Denver Public Schools' dual-language Montessori 
school — nestled in Denver's Highland neighbor- 
hood — is expanding opportunities for students to 
learn about their relationship with resources and sus- 
tainability right in their own backyard. 

The Green Neighborhood Class, as it is called, was 
developed by architects whose children attend the 


school and who wished to share their expertise on 
the environment. In this case, their classroom is the 
school's neighborhood. 

Michael Tavel, AIA, specializes in sustainable cit- 
ies and urban neighborhoods. He began talking 
with teachers, parents and the principal a few years 
ago about how he and other design professionals 
within the school community could contribute to 
the students' learning opportunities, At the time, 
another parent and architect, Yael Nyholm, AIA, 
was continuing to develop the school's Garden 
Wellness Committee and nurture its relationship 
with Slow Food Denver — a local organization 


that wanted Sandoval students to participate in a 
new Youth Farmers’ Market. The two merged their 
ideas into a popular after-school program lasting 
from September until November. Principal JoAnn 
Trujillo Hays was delighted with the class, noting, 
"Traditionally, in schools, we have decided what we 
want children to do, but there is more power ina 
parent deciding to share what they love doing with 
the children — this comes from the passion of the 
parent, and it grows from there.” 
Building on the Montessori philosophy that “chil- 
dren's firsthand observation and research of the 


community as well as the natural world allow them 
to fathom the mysteries of the universe,” the eight- 
week class presented first- through sixth-graders 

with the opportunity to explore their own physical 


"Traditionally, in schools, we have 
decided what we want children to 
do, but there is more power in a 
parent deciding to share what they 
love doing with the children — this 
comes from the passion of the parent, 
and it grows from there.” ss 
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urban environment. Through field trips, treasure 
hunts, art projects and work in the school's garden, 
the students were exposed to vegetable cultiva- 
tion, local food, composting, raising animals, map 
reading and navigation with a compass, cycles of 
the sun and water, and sustainable architecture and 
landscapes. Each week, a different architect or land- 
scape professional taught the class, adding his or 
her own unique perspective on local resources. 


Farmers market stand 


One week, the kids got to tour the neighborhood 


to identify trees and leaves and their shading qualities. 
Another week, groups of children and instructors walked 
to neighborhood grocery stores — one commercial 
and the other specializing in local, seasonal prod- 

ucts — each armed with identical lists of vegetables 
to locate. The investigation resulted in a stimulating 
conversation among the children about conventional 
and organic produce. A neighborhood treasure hunt 
introduced pedestrian wayfinding with compasses and 
maps leading to surprise destinations, including a solar 
home made from recycled materials and backyards 
filled with bees, goats and baby chickens. While the 
topic of each class varied, the one constant was the 
weekly measurement of the length of the shadow fall- 
ing from the playground's tetherball pole to illustrate 
the Earth's rotation and changing sun angles. "The 

kids were impacted by the simplest things that don't 
require technology," Nyholm observed. 


The class culminated with the development of a 
model city block where each student applied his or 
her newly acquired knowledge to a cardboard con- 
struction of his or her ideal sustainable home. Tavel 
acknowledged, "The emphasis wasn't so much on the 
building as an object but, rather, as a place that has an 
indoors and an outdoors." As he notes, the class "was 
not about imparting information to the kids. It was 
about giving them memorable experiences." 

It is these experiences that Tavel and Nyholm 
hope will enable the children to connect with their 
surroundings and increase their awareness of the 
resources that make up their urban neighborhood. 
This sentiment parallels Principal Trujillo Hays' hope 
for her students that they become "citizens in the 
world, not citizens of the world." e 


Learning 


” Doing 


Freedom By Design™ 
Program Encourages 
Practical Knowledge 


Through Service 
by Alexandria Lopez 


he American Institute of 

Architecture Students 

(AIAS) Freedom By Design™ 
program provides students with 
the Opportunity to expand their 
architectural knowledge from 
the theoretical to the applicable. 
Founded in 1999 at the University 
of Colorado Denver, more than 60 
AIAS chapters currently partici- 
pate in the program nationwide. 
In 2011, students at the University 
of Colorado Boulder reinstated the 
school's Freedom By Design™ pro- 
gram with life-changing results. 

Through Freedom By Design™, 

students complete a design/build 
project to improve the physical envi- 
ronment of disabled and low-income 
individuals. “The main goal is to help 
someone in need in the community 


who doesn't really have the means 


ad been inac- 


or several years, under the 
AIAS 


2010-2011 chapter president, the 


leadership of Richard M 


chapter recommitted to completing 
an annual summer project. In 2011, 


al students collaborated to com- 


plete the inaugural pr t: constructing 
an Americans with Disabilities Act- 
approved backyard deck for Martin 
and Kathy Barrett to accommodate 
Kathy's multiple sclerosis. 

After selecting the recipient of the 
project, the group began doing design 
work and research in May. “Once we 


Met with th ts, we came up with 


a general idea of what we wanted to 


do and then spent about two and a 
half weeks creating the design," Mapes 


said. "The build took pretty much the 


“It’s been my 
pleasure to work 
with architects 
from across 
"olorado for nearly 


20 years. If you’re 


looking for a better 
solution for your 
employee benefits 
or insurance 

needs, please don’t 
hesitate to call me.” 


Jim Smallwood, RHU, REBC 
President 

Employee Benefits Division 
Moody Insurance Agency 
jsmallwood@moodyins.com 
Direct: 303.393.4005 
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* Exceptional Quality 

* Solid Plastic 

* Great Selection of Colors 

* Large Variety of Sizes 

* Embossed Finish Available 

* Fiberglass Reinforced Option 


ivision of Amazing Recycled Products 


Showroom: Denver Merchandise | 


Mart Suite 1430 


Mail Address: P.O. Box 312 
Denver, Colorado 80201 


www.aztecplasticlumber.com 


salesteameamazingrecycled.com 


1-800-241-2174 
03) 699-7693 


EPA and National Park System Preferred 


rest of the time.” Although the students 
had extensive experience drawing and 
modeling, the project marked the first 
time any of them had been involved in 
the construction process. “Construction 
was a challenge, but | think it ended up 


Not only did the project allow stu- 


dents to gain hands-on construction 


experience, but it also gave them the 
opportunity to collaborate with a 
future colleague — Joseph Vigil, AIA, 


AIA Colorado North 2011 president 


"Until you see a final product — when 
you see a woman be able to go upa 
ramp — that's when you really see the 
impact that architecture can have.” 

“The students all gained a strong 
appreciation for social equity in 
design,” Mapes concurred. “The fact 
that we designed this ramp to coin- 
cide with ADA requirements was a 
huge help. We really got to learn a lot 
professionally and ethically.” 

Upon completing the project in 
August, the students had a barbe- 
cue with the Barrett family. “We let 
Kathy put the last screw in the deck,” 
Hazelwood remembered. “It was 
a great learning and community- 
service experience, and | highly 
recommend it. We wanted to make 
this project an example for the stu- 
dents following us, so they can say, 
‘Students made that; we can make 


whatever we want to." e 


“There was a lot of learning on all fronts during the 
construction process. It actually created this really 
tight-knit group because we sweated together. All of 


the students are now very close friends." — sv 


being an asset to the project,” Mapes The AIA Colorado North chapter 
continued. “There was a lot of learning board was crucial in giving us funding 


on all fronts during the construction and allowing us to use 


process. It actually created this really on the project,” Hazelwood stated. 


tight-knit group because we sweated The board responded to the students’ 


together. All of the students are now t for assistan 


by assign- 


very close friends.” ir gil to project, who helped 


group understand th 


building 
process and gave their drawings to 
his construction engineer for review. 


h made sure the structure was 


ct,” Mapes added 
For his part, Vigil endorsed Freedom 
™ as “a great learning expe- 
noting that the program 


ts by helping them 


point, see 


ything as theoretical,” he said 
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Cultivating 
he hyture 


CU Denver Students Turn 
Scrap and Salvage into 
Urban Farming Facilities 
by Michael Adkins i 


D 
- i 


Students in the University of 
Colorado Denver's Design+Build 
Studio, however, learned about the 
practical side of their field in 2010 
with their work — as well as how to 
deliver a practical finished product 
with no budget — all while assist- 
ing with a worthwhile cause 

Under the direction of 
Christopher Herr, AIA, and Brad 
Tomecek, AIA, principals, co- 
founders and co-owners of archi- 
tecture firm Studio H:T and adjunct 
instructors at CU Denver, graduate 
students pursuing design-build 
certificates designed and con- 
structed two structures for Feed 
Denver and the Urban Farm at 
Stapleton, Feed Denver is a non- 
profit organization that provides 
community-based urban agri- 
cultural solutions, training, jobs 
and support of food production 
endeavors, and the Urban Farm at 
Stapleton is Colorado's largest 4-H 
program, teaching more than 4,000 
urban children about agriculture 
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each year. These two organiza- 
tions' 20-acre shared site focuses 
on animal husbandry techniques 
The first structure, the Learning 
Cube, marks the entry point to the 
Feed Denver site and functions as an 
outdoor classroom, a market and the 
first stop for tours and events. The 
Dairy House, located near several 
animal pens, serves as a shearing 
station for goats and sheep and a 
milking platform for goats 
These structures were 
designed by 15 CU Denver 
students during the course 
of a semester and then 
built in three weeks on 
site by the students, with 
instruction and supervision 
from Tomecek and Herr. 
With literally no money 
available from the client or 
the university for construction, 
students had to scavenge 
usable materials from the 
jobsite — the northeast 
corner of the former 
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Learning Cube and Dairy House 


Design-Build Team: Graduate students 
in the University of Colorado Denver 
College of Architecture and Planning's 
Design+Build Studio 

Advisors: Christopher Herr, AIA, and 
Brad Tomecek, AIA, principals, co-found- 
ers and co-owners of architecture firm 
Studio HT and adjunct instructors 
Location: Feed Denver and the Urban 
Farm at Stapleton joint site, Denver 
Cost: $8,000 (including donated materi- 
als, fundraising and in-kind donations) 
Scope: 0.22 acre (9,583.2 square feet) 
Dimensions: 16 feet by 24 feet by 12 
feet (Learning Cube); 14 feet by 22 feet 
by 10 feet (Dairy House) 

Function: Urban agriculture/ 
education structures 

Owners: Feed Denver and the Urban 
Farm at Stapleton 


Stapleton International Airport in 
Denver and secure donations of 
funds and supplies to make up the 
difference. The Learning Cube and 
the Dairy House were completed in 
May 2010. 

The project proved successful 
because the students worked as a 
team, with each member playing 
to his or her strengths while learn- 


ing about the process as a whole, 
Herr said. “Some students excelled 
at working with local lumber yards 
to get donations, while one stu- 
dent could operate a backhoe,” 
he explained. “I was struck by the 
ingenuity of the students as they 
charged into unknown territory 
and solved the problems they 
encountered along the way.” 

“It was really rewarding to see so 
many people really take ownership of 
"Tomecek said. “Several of 


the projec 


the students chose to stay later than 
required to see the project through 
to the end.” 

Experience like this is crucial to 
tomorrow's architects, Tomecek 
noted. "It's easy to draw something 
without understanding how it works," 
he said. "But when you build what 
you draw, you get a better under- 
standing of what the contractor 
will go through to execute the plan 
you've created." 
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"It's important to connect the 


abstract exercise of design with the 
f building," Herr 


added. "Design-build ties those two 


tangible exerci 


exercises together, and that's a lesson 
| hope these students take with them 
into their own practices." 
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fter every trip, it is difficult to reconcile 

myself back into daily life after spending 

the long days and short nights in the hot 
Haitian land. The conveniences of on-demand water 
and refrigerated food seemed distant as | stood in 
the marketplace with vendors selling everything 
from raw meat on a blanket to gasoline in a flow- 
erpot. There is need everywhere, including our 
own country, but we also have the most abundant 
resources to offer help. We have some of the most 
skilled professionals in all disciplines in all the world. 
These are things not readily available in developing 
countries like Haiti and, therefore, a good reason for 
contributing time and talent to ensure the greatest 
possible health, safety and welfare to people both 


here and abroad 


AIA Colorado West 2012 
President Reflects on His 


Volunteer Work in Haiti 
Jim Jose, AIA 


There is no need to sell the fact that architecture is 


so much bigger than the building. And this is evident 
in the way the people of Haiti utilize it. It is a place 
to congregate as much as a place to seek shelter 
from the intense heat or pounding rain; a place to 
share stories, good, bad or otherwise. Architecture 
creates these moments of protection and provision, 
and that is where our profession met the need in a 
multi-use clinical/educational project for the Centre 
for Evangelism and Development of Acul du Nord 
(CEDAN), founded by Pastor Henri Robert. Their 
schools have worked to substantially reduce illiteracy, 
raise the general level of education and produce pas- 
tors, leaders and teachers. Their clinics have helped 
improve personal hygiene and general health condi- 
tions throughout the region; and thousands have 
been fed, clothed and loved. 

Our team was created for CEDAN as a part of 
eMi, Engineering Ministries International. eMI is 
a nonprofit Christian development organization 


made up of architects, engineers, construction 


managers and other design professionals who 
donate their time, skills and travel costs to help 
people around the world. CEDAN has been serving 
northern Haiti in the region of Limbe for nearly 
three decades through its churches, clinics, meal 
services, pantries and schools. 

The scope of our project is limited due to site 
capacity. There are currently two buildings on site 
with a third under construction, Our goal was to 
design a new multi-purpose building to replace 
a condemned building that currently houses the 
school and clinic and to make suggestions to both 
the existing master plan and structures on the 
site. The design of the building is driven by four 
major factors: the simple parts of the program, the 
site and utility service; but, more importantly, the 
ways in which CEDAN and the community function 
within this site. This building can see as many as 
1,200 people a week in the clinic for general medi 
cal attention to dental work. It is also where 300 
plus children are educated. We also made other 
improvements on the site, like designated parking, 
grading for better drainage, a new water supply 
and wastewater treatment. 

What this project meant to us was a chance to 
share what we know with others in need. But what 
it meant to the people of this region of Haiti was a 
chance to survive. 

| wish | was better at recounting all the stories, but 
one from my friend carries the weight of the project's 
impact. An elderly woman approached the guest- 
house to claim some water, which is common, as 
CEDAN shares all of their resources. Who knows how 
far she had come to get this water from the pipes 
on the side of the building. As she looked up at my 
friend on the balcony, their eyes met, and the woman 
spoke. My friend couldn't hear her but read on her 
lips “Thank you," as she smiled. What we do as archi- 
tects has an impact — from the most mundane act 
to the grandest gesture. We have to continue chal- 
lenging ourselves to create architecture that enriches 
the lives of others. e 
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A Place , 
Call Home 


AIA Denver Members 
Collaborate to Design and 
Build a Sustainable Duplex 
for Two Deserving Families 


by Alaina Gonzales 


n 2011, The American Institute of 
Architects Denver Chapter (AIA 
Denver) administered a design-build 
competition for Habitat for Humanity 
of Colorado/Blue Spruce Habitat 
for Humanity. Eleven teams of AIA 
Colorado members designed homes, 
and the solution by Molly Blakley, Assoc 


Rendering by winning design team 


AIA; Alan Ford, AIA; Kathy Ford, AIA; and 
Matt Weaver, Assoc. AIA, was selected 
as the winning design. 

Goals for this project include 
demonstrating that sustainable design 
and building practices are not luxuries; 
creating a sustainable benchmark for 
Habitat for Humanity of Colorado and 
Blue Spruce Habitat for Humanity; 
enabling multiple organizations to form 
a partnership for the greater good in 
hopes that other similar partnerships can 
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be replicated; and highlighting the value 
of architects in the community. The most 
important goal, however, is creating a 
home for Hazell and her son, Titus. 

"The simplicity of the design is one of 
the key aspects. We took a lot of time just 
arranging spaces and figuring out the best 
use of space for everything in the home. 
With every decision, we kept in mind that 
this is a home, almost more than this was a 
design. Placing ourselves in the space and 
thinking, Would | want this piece, or this 
arrangement, or is this convenient?" said 
Molly Blakley, Assoc. AIA. 

In spring 2012, Blue Spruce Habitat 
for Humanity will break ground on a 
duplex for two families in Kittredge, 
Colo., furthering the Habitat for 
Humanity of Colorado 
Mission to create 
simple, decent, 
affordable housing. 

"Keeping the 
solutions simple and 
easy to build with 
volunteer labor was 
a primary objective. 
This was important 
both for affordability 
and build ability,” said 
Alan Ford, AIA. "Given 
the small square 
footage of the home, it was critical to 
keep circulation down and functional 
efficiency high ... and considering that 
the design had the potential for being 
repeated, we set out to make the design 
solution adaptable to different sites.” 

This project began as an idea that the 
AIA Denver Housing Committee and AIA 
Denver Committee on the Environment 
(COTE) shared. After a great deal of 
brainstorming and discussion, the 
two groups took their idea to the AIA 


Denver Board of Directors. AIA Denver | 
immediately saw the value of the 
project and agreed that its members 
could take on administering the 
competition, promoting the project and 
fundraising for one-half of the duplex 
(AIA Denver members are responsible 
for gathering $85,000, while Blue Spruce 
Habitat for Humanity is raising the funds 
for the other half of the duplex). 

Matt Weaver, Assoc. AIA, explained, 
"No matter what the budget of a project 
is, the approach is always similar to 
create high-quality space. Our goal is 
to bring in daylight, provide for fresh air 
and to carefully consider the possible 
uses of each space." 

Hazell was abandoned at age 4 and 
grew up in foster and group homes. She 
has always worked hard as an adult, but 
when she got pregnant and decided 
to leave a toxic relationship, a women's 
shelter assisted her until Titus was born 
She still volunteers there, giving back to 
those who helped her in such a time of 
need. Currently, Hazell and Titus live in a 
too-small cabin, and she works several 
jobs to support her son. She runs the 
snack bar at a local country club in the 
summer, does Spanish translation, cleans 
homes and sells her homemade salsa 
She says she feels so blessed that she 
found Habitat for Humanity, as she has 
always longed for a home and stability, 


especially now that she has her "miracle 
child." More than anything, she wants to 
raise Titus "in a stable, warm atmosphere 
so that he has a bright future and grows 
into a healthy, successful man." She feels 
she has been on a long journey to find 
home and stability, and Habitat and AIA 
Denver are making that possible. 

For more information about the project, 
visit www.aiadenverdesignbuild.org. e 


Arbol de Vida Orphanage 

Location: Juarez, Mexico 

Architect: Ewers Architecture pc; Peter Ewers, AIA, lead architect 
on Engineering Ministries International team 

Scope: Pro bono master planning plus design services for a 
new education building 

Size: 12440 square feet 

Cost: $1.2 million (estimated) 

Mission Trip: February 2008 

Drawings Completed: October 2008 

Construction schedule is dependent on fundraising 


Arbol de Vida ("Tree of Life") is an orphanage located within 
sight of the United States that offers hope to children who 
otherwise would have none. Mothers drop off children they can 
no longer care for; police drop off street children in the middle 
of the night; infants in the orphanage are the children's children 
or younger siblings who have nowhere else to go. No one is 
turned away. And the needs are ever-increasing. 

When Ewers Architecture was approached to provide pro 
bono design services for a master plan plus design for a new 
education building, the firm suggested that Engineering 
Ministries International (eMI) be a partner in this design 
process. eMI, a nonprofit organization whose mission is "to 
mobilize design professionals to minister to the less fortunate in 
developing nations," was a natural partner for this project, and 
Peter Ewers, AIA, accepted the challenge to be lead architect. 

A one-week mission trip with a dozen designers, surveyors and 
engineers yielded the schematic design. The team kept working 
after returning to the United States to create a full set of design 
documents adequate to move the project to the next step. 

The design seeks to demonstrate to these discarded children 
that they have worth. The building exudes hope and beckons 
these children to believe in themselves because other people 
believe in them enough to invest in a building of this beauty. 
This design answers the challenge to create a structure whose 


magnificence matches the potential inside each of these children. 


Heartline Maternity Center 

Location: Port-au-Prince 

Architect: Semple Brown Design, PC; Sarah Semple Brown, AIA 
Scope: Pro bono master planning, architectural design and 3-D 
modeling services to assist with fundraising 

Size: 6,140 square feet (Maternity Center — Phase Il); 2,830 
square feet per unit, four units (Missionary Housing — Phase 
IIl); all buildings will eventually consist of approximately 41,028 
square feet 

Budget: $350,000 (Maternity Center) 

Construction schedule is dependent on fundraising 


The current design 
for the Maternity 
Center and Hospital 
was a labor of love 
between Semple 
Brown Design 

and Heartline. The 
arrangement of 
spaces within the 
buildings was the 
result of a collaborative effort between the architects and the end 
users. The Current Maternity Center was analyzed and dissected 
by both the architects and the end users. Then numerous 
iterations of an improved design were sent back and forth 
between the architects and the midwives and medical personnel 
who will be using the facilities. 

A number of local and sustainable concepts serve as drivers 
for the design of the Maternity Center and Hospital. Both 
buildings integrate the use of small “blocks” of indoor space 
surrounded by outdoor porches and corridors to minimize 
the amount of enclosed space but maximize the amount 
of shading and ventilation. Windows and doors have been 
strategically placed in order to utilize natural ventilation where 
possible. The roofs of both buildings are also separated from 
the building “blocks” in order to allow air Passage and breezes 
between the roof and the inhabitable space. 

Particular attention is being paid to making the buildings 
sustainable for the long term. Photovoltaic panels, solar water 
heaters, sustainable plumbing and rainwater harvesting 
systems are being investigated for the site. 

The current design also allows for possible future expansion. 
Materials are intended to draw upon the vernacular of 
surrounding local construction types (corrugated metal, wood, 
thermal mass walls) while innovating the use of these materials 
to maximize their performance. 
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Theatre Aspen 

Location: Aspen, Colo 

Architect: Charles Cunniffe Architects, Charles Cunniffe, AIA 
Scope: Pro bono design services for a seasonal theater 

Size: 6,900 square feet 

Budget: $1 million (construction) 

Completion: Spring 2012 


Seven years ago, Charles Cunniffe Architects (CCA) began 
working pro bono with the Theatre Aspen Board of Directors 
to design a new facility for its professional seasonal theatre. 
The existing 18-year-old tent located in Aspen’s Rio Grande 
Park had undergone major repairs and been subjected to 
myriad weather conditions, including frequent flooding by the 
adjacent stormwater ponds. 

Under the leadership of new directors, the Board initiated 
a major fundraising campaign to turn its vision into reality. 
The design encompasses a new performance tent and lobby 
structure on the existing site. The primary challenge was that 
the facility had to remain a seasonal venue with the structures 
assembled each spring and dismantled in the fall. CCA 
collaborated closely with the City of Aspen Parks & Recreation 
Department to develop the project on the city-owned site, 


home to the John Denver Sanctuary, redeveloping several 


stormwater filtration ponds that will become a wetlands 
educational retreat and provide reclaimed water to irrigate the 
adjacent soccer fields. 

A prefabricated tent structure met the theater's 
performance requirements of a black box, while the lobby 
structure needed to be more engaging to host opening 
night receptions and special events. An elegantly light 
polycarbonate and galvanized steel structure using entirely 
bolted connections was designed to mirror the simple gable 
form of the prefabricated tent. The polycarbonate panels 
"fade" from a milky white at the roof peak to clear panels at 
the ground plane. Several wall segments act as large upward- 
pivoting doors to expand the lobby outdoors. 
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